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UNIVERSITY OF MON T A N A  RECRUITS EIGHT
O U T S T A N D I N G  IN-STATE GRIPPERS_________
wiltse/jg
MISSOULA--
Eight Montana high school football players will be suiting up as University of 
M o n t a n a  Grizzlies next fall. The bulk of the new recruits are p r o d u c t s  of the Great 
Falls and Billings school systems.
Brian Carr a w a y  and Dave Paoli of CMR are expected to b e e f  up the Grizzly line. 
Carraway, a 6-5, 220-pound offensive lineman, is considered "an excellent prospect" 
by the UM coaching staff. A second team all-conference and honorable men t i o n  all-state 
choice, C arraway also competes in track for the Rustlers. He will enter the business 
school at UM.
Paoli earned first team all-state honors last year as a defensive lineman. At 
6-1 and 215 pounds, he also w r e s t l e d  heavyweight on the CMR var s i t y  squad. "Dave is 
one of the best defensive linemen in the state," according to Gary Ekegren, defensive 
line coach for the Grizzlies. "He'll fit into our pro-de f e n s i v e  scheme v e r y  well as 
a tackle." Paoli plans to maj o r  in political science at UM.
Great Falls High School running back Bob Cerkovnik is expected to have "a great 
future at UM. His speed will make our offense more explosive," Eke g r e n  said. As 
a junior, Cerkovnik finished second in the state track meet with a 9.9 in the 100-yard 
dash. Before suffering a broken ankle, Bob gained 845 yards in only five games last 
year. He was a second team all-state selection. Cerkovnik plans to m a j o r  in business.
Pat Curry, a 6-5, 220-pound linebacker from Billings West High School, is 
expected to make the switch to the Grizzlies' defensive line. "Curry has a lot of 
potential because of his size and quickness," Ekegren said. "He could give us 
immediate help on the line." Pat also competed on the Billings West basketball team.
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A fine baseball pitcher, he post e d  a 7-2 record for the state champion Billings Scarlet 
Legion baseball team. Curry is also active in the student council, city youth council, 
letterman's club and the JV's, a student service organization. A second team all-
state choice, Curry will major in business at IJM.
Pat Norwood, a 6-3, 230-pound offensive tackle, comes from Billings Senior.
Besides earning second team all-state football honors, N o rwood was Montana's top AA 
heavyweight w r e s t l e r  this past season. "His strength and quickness make N orwood an 
outstanding blocker. He can give us immediate help on the offensive line," Coach Ekegren 
said. A m e m b e r  of the National Honor Society w i t h  a 3.4 grade point average, Pat 
intends to enroll in UM's business school. He also plans to continue w r e s t l i n g  in
c o l l e g e .
Jon Sherman of Bigfork is the only Class A football p l a y e r  to sign a letter of 
intent to play at the U n i v e r s i t y  of Montana. A 6-2, 220-pound cen t e r - l i n e b a c k e r  in 
high school, Sherman was a first team all-state pick. Jon will p lay linebacker for the 
Grizzlies. "Jon will give us good depth there," said Ekegren, "and he should see p l aying 
time early in his career." Sherman also plans to m a j o r  in business.
John Kovacich, a m a i n s t a y  in the defensive secondary for class A A  champion Butte 
High School, was sought by UM as m u c h  for his p u nting skill as his defensive ability. 
Kovacich averaged nearly 38 yards per punt. Besides being a first team all-state d e­
fensive back, he was a second team AA all-state punter. John was the only freshman 
defensive back recruited by the Grizzlies. He also was a m e m b e r  of the Bulldog basketball 
and track teams. John plans to m a j o r  in secondary e d u cation at UM.
Missoula Sentinel's Ron Sharkey made big waves on the Mon t a n a  basketball circuit 
this winter. The leading scorer in class AA and the first team all-state center, Sha r k e y  
was recruited by UM for his football potential. Sharkey, a defensive lineman for the 
Spartans, is considered to have "an excellent chance at UM b ecause of his competitive 
spirit, desire and size," according to Coach Ekegren. An excellent student, Ron will 
enroll in the business school.
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